To           :              Headteachers; Chairs of Governors; Foundation Governors; Ex-officio clergy; Deputy Headteachers; RE CoOrdinators                           (and please forward widely)

From     :               Jeff Williams

Date      :               23rd June 2021

Re           :              Fortnightly email and resources from the Diocesan Education Team

Dear colleagues

Sitting in the garden during last week’s sunshine, I reflected on the dramatic change of content in my inbox near the anticipated, but now delayed, relaxations on Covid restrictions. I have received multiple uninvited emails and daily Social Media recommendations that clearly have me sussed and presumed lockdown lifting, offering me : ski deals for 2022; gadgets for my cayak; mountain-walking clothing & gear on sale; Agapanthus multi-buy offers; Art Gallery special viewings and invites;  book recommendations that are so broad that would intrigue a surfer of my bookshelves, but are so on point; music downloads that are eclectic beyond belief, but again spot on;  football updates (yes yes yes, given the Welsh team’s performance in the Euros, but shocking for those who think I’m rugby elitist); Linen suits (another story); and more…………………

But underneath all this it made me think how much I (you?) appear to others (even to algorithms and online default coders) and whether this matches the ‘real’ me (you).

I’ve recently enjoyed Alan Davies’ (of Q.I. & Jonathan Creek fame) “7 Pillars” podcasts, and thought about the business opportunities I’ve missed on the (mark my words at Christmas!) book and party games merchandise that will inevitably follow this engaging online entertainment. He discusses with a range of well-known personalities including Jo Brand, Romesh Rangernathan, Josh Widdecombe and others, their ‘seven pillars of wisdom’ – most of which have been considered chez moi, and probably chez vous with friends, visitors and family over drinks, a BBQ, or other gathering!  Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs and book / film versions of it are similar. He chats with celebrities about seven prisms that reveal things about themselves, their lives, loves and work. All easy chats with those you know, and those less known to you on meeting, as you invite them to share with you an impactful and memorable ………..

1. Celluloid : a scene from a film
1. Play : a sporting event or a performance
1. Location : a special place
1. Music : a track or collection
1. Literature : an extract from a poem or book
1. Food : a restaurant or meal
1. Memento mori : a significant memory

Seven of course is a recurring Biblical theme – so you might think about the seven Biblical prisms that might equally reveal the ‘real’ or ‘perceived’ you.

Amidst my philosophical and rambling reflections I am, of course, rooted. So now I have to focus on the uninvited, but evidently needed email offering me a ‘special offer’ on puppy pads as we await the arrival of our pups this week!

Thank you and bless you for who you are, and what you do in our communities.  

Best wishes

Jeff 


The Children’s Society and The Trussell Trust invite you to a webinar to hear about supporting children, young people and families over the school summer holidays. The webinar will cover the work of The Trussell Trust and you’ll hear reflections and experiences of living in poverty. Examples will be shared of how to support those affected by holiday hunger and ways to help improve mental health and well-being. Thursday 15th July 11am-12pm book here : https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pxjnJMj0QmKU3dfSy4X45Q

Hampshire’s Locally Agreed RE syllabus is being reviewed and Living Difference IV will become effective from November 2021. We operate across six LAs but for those using Living Difference, we are running two online sessions on Tuesday 6th July and Thursday 8th July from 4pm to 5pm to inform RE leaders of the main changes and the implications for church schools. Please contact jane.kelly@portsmouth.anglican.org to book a place.  We will be running sessions for Clergy & Foundation Governors in the Autumn Term. 

School Choirs invited to perform at Winchester Cathedral's Christmas Market : a variety of choirs, singing a range of styles, with members of any age to entertain festive visitors are being recruited.  Choirs will sing for 30 minutes at booked times during the market period of Friday 19th November to Wednesday 22nd December 2021. Lighting and a sound system will be provided under a covered stage (approx 5m x 6m). Please note no parking will be available on site. If you have a choir that would like to express an interest in participating, please submit your details via this link https://forms.office.com/r/4GxUi9eTZR 

Free Global Learning wall planner 2021-22 Global Learning Wall Planner from Global Dimension, which looks at ‘Ten ways to reboot the future’. They also produce excellent poster sets and other resources to encourage children to become agents of change. www.globaldimension.org.uk

Courageous Advocacy Resource :  Christian Aid has produced a really useful document (attached)  that we would recommend, particularly as it links to SIAMS inspections, but more importantly is one of our diocesan team’s priorities. Thanks in anticipation for reading – and please share widely. 

National Professional Qualifications : The Church of England was named as one of just 9 national providers of NPQs for the new reformed qualifications. All of the 6 new qualifications will be available to leaders in every part of the country as the CofE has formed partnerships with over 80 delivery partner organisations, including around a quarter of all the newly appointed Teaching School Hubs. Applications for these programmes will be able to open at the end of this month, for a November start. You can read more about the new frameworks at this page which outlines all the courses available,  from the reformed NPQEL/NPQH/NPQSL programmes to the new specialist leadership programmes for Leading Teaching, Leading Behaviour & Culture and Leading Teacher Development. All the programmes will be a blend of online and face to face delivery and available at a local level. They will also have a key focus on coaching, with an expert coach for every leader on every programme. You can read more at www.cefel.org.uk/npq and register your interest there too. 

Help Create the National Thank You Card : From family members to good neighbours, delivery drivers to our students - we all have someone to say thank you to this year. Please consider supporting Thank You Day on Sunday 4th July, to say thank you to you, all school support staff, volunteers and, importantly, our pupils and students! We would love you to get your school community involved in celebrating Thank You Day by: Introducing the day to your students using this assembly; Asking each class to create a piece of the UK’s national thank you card; Holding a thank you party on Friday 2nd July (the Friday before Thank You Day) to say thank you to everyone who deserves it. The links above include everything you need to know, but please find further information on Thank You Day attached.
Winchester Cathedral & Winchester College Open Evening for school staff – Tuesday 6th July 4.30-6.30pm. You are warmly invited for a visit of the College and Cathedral and to meet the staff who will share opportunities for planning school visits. Details attached.
Nature & Mental Health : an article from A Rocha’s Wild Christian Coordinator, Jen Plummer can be accessed here.
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Director of Education
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