To           :              Headteachers; Chairs of Governors; Foundation Governors; Ex-officio clergy; Deputy Headteachers; RE CoOrdinators  (and please forward widely)

From     :               Jeff Williams

Date      :               7th July 2021

Re           :              Fortnightly email and resources from the Diocesan Education Team


Dear colleagues

TV and associated radio reviews, commentaries and programmes joyfully fill my non-working day at the moment (in between pup patrol!) : as this is the season of mega sport provision! 

I know some will find the same time frustrating and annoying, but I make no apologies for indulgently and mixed-metaphorically swimming in the pools of the Euros; sprinting around the tracks of the British Lions’ tour; navigating the asymmetric bars of Wimbledon; approaching the baize table and spider rest of the Cricket Tests; and of course, the crowning glory as I cycle the velodrome and ascend the indoor climbing wall to the approaching Olympics.

I’m also interested in the reflections and commentaries on Christian sportspeople at this time – interestingly a number of whom are wholesome and open in their admission of faith, but quick to note their apathy towards organised religion & ‘church’. What’s going on there I wonder, and is this a snapshot of a wider perspective – and how might we react, or better still,  be proactive in such contexts?

A friend was WhatsApp-quick in responding to my sadness (annoyance) at the booing of national anthems by English fans at the Euros, asking ‘how might children in Church schools understand this in terms of ‘respect’? I suppose I’m now more miffed at the TV commentators who don’t even note the booing over the anthems as it’s become predictable and acceptable; but also the online aficionado who tells all on the web to ‘chill – it’s nothing to get excited about – it’s just like booing the villain at a panto’.  Really? 

Meanwhile however, same friend shared mutual joy at the lengthy standing ovation at Wimbledon for the embarrassed and so humble Dame Sarah Gilbert, scientist behind the Oxford-AstroZeneca vaccine. 

Fans……….. fickle………. but equally committed and fervently enjoying their appreciation of sport. 

So even if you aren’t on my page/track/pitch/court in terms of participation or viewing of sport, a question: what might you say to a child in one of our schools who asks you about the Christian value of ‘respect’ given the sporting scenarios at the moment – but importantly the virtues that lead to the demonstrable evidence of the value being enacted?

Belief; faith; worship; - not things for 1 hour, 1 day a week. It’s the other 6 days that have bigger commitment and impact, but are harder to do, be and say. Thank you Novak, Federer and countless sporting others for your public demonstrations of values and virtues.

And thank you for listening to my ramblings. 

Oh, by the way, I’m about to buy an inflatable paddle board – any recommendations?!!!

With best wishes and thanks for who you are, what you do and don’t do, what you say and don’t say.

Jeff


Church School National Governors (Virtual) Conference : September 22nd 6-8pm : please see details attached and consider spending an inspiring and informative two hours online. 

Christ’s Hospital School, Horsham Invites Bursary Applications for September 2022 entry : Christ’s Hospital School, Horsham provides over £18m each year to support bright pupils from all backgrounds with fee assisted places.  Current Year 5 pupils who are considering secondary education in September 2022 are invited to apply. Simon Reid, Head Teacher, said: “All candidates applying for a place will be assessed on their potential, both academically and the broader curriculum opportunities. Currently means-tested bursaries are granted to nearly 650 of our (900) pupils; 11% of those receive a free place with 35% paying less than 10% of the full boarding fee. Pupils at Christ’s Hospital are provided with uniforms, meals, accommodation plus all teaching and learning materials. The boarding school community can be a life-changing experience.”
Christ’s Hospital was established over 460 years ago as a charitable boarding school and is proud to maintain its founding principles and ethos. It offers an independent education of the strongest quality to children with academic potential, from all backgrounds in a caring and supportive environment.  For families wanting to discover more about Christ’s Hospital, they can explore our Virtual Open Day Experience 

Ofsted review of RE : NATRE has produced a two page summary of the recent OFSTED review of RE (attached). Useful for informing planning and delivery of RE and how this will inform OFSTED and SIAMS inspections. 
PARABLE Interactive Performance Workshops and A Christmas Story: Refugee workshops : Springs Dance Company specialises in cross-curricular dance, in particular with Religious Education, Citizenship and PSHE. PARABLE is a professional performance and integrated workshop experience by Springs Dance Company, providing schools with a chance to boost children's engagement with RE. Available this Autumn and delivered with Covid safety at the forefront, PARABLE is an exciting opportunity for children to encounter and overcome creative challenges, accomplish tasks and influence the outcome of the show. Also available in the run up to Christmas is Springs’ A Christmas Story: Refugee workshops which are inspired by Anne Booth’s Christmas story Refuge. The workshops will guide pupils on a journey of dance, drama and discussion, looking at the nativity and beyond at the wider story of Christmas. Further details at https://springsdancecompany.org.uk/index.php/join-in/schools-workshops To book and to find out more please email touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk or call 07876 752 910.
Online training for Church School Clerks to governing bodies : Thursday 8th of July at 6pm – please contact Sam.powell@portsmouth.anglican,org to register a place 
Picture News : The website can be found here and we recommend it as a useful resource to support collective worship, courageous advocacy and RE and to encourage children to discuss topical issues.  From September it will have explicit links to Christian values, Bible verses and the Understanding Christianity concepts.

The Children’s Society and The Trussell Trust invite you to a webinar to hear about supporting children, young people and families over the school summer holidays. The webinar will cover the work of The Trussell Trust and you’ll hear reflections and experiences of living in poverty. Examples will be shared of how to support those affected by holiday hunger and ways to help improve mental health and well-being. Thursday 15th July 11am-12pm book here : https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pxjnJMj0QmKU3dfSy4X45Q

Hampshire’s Locally Agreed RE syllabus is being reviewed and Living Difference IV will become effective from November 2021. We operate across six LAs but for those using Living Difference, we are running two online sessions on Tuesday 6th July and Thursday 8th July from 4pm to 5pm to inform RE leaders of the main changes and the implications for church schools. Please contact jane.kelly@portsmouth.anglican.org to book a place.  We will be running sessions for Clergy & Foundation Governors in the Autumn Term. 

School Choirs invited to perform at Winchester Cathedral's Christmas Market : a variety of choirs, singing a range of styles, with members of any age to entertain festive visitors are being recruited.  Choirs will sing for 30 minutes at booked times during the market period of Friday 19th November to Wednesday 22nd December 2021. Lighting and a sound system will be provided under a covered stage (approx 5m x 6m). Please note no parking will be available on site. If you have a choir that would like to express an interest in participating, please submit your details via this link https://forms.office.com/r/4GxUi9eTZR 

Free Global Learning wall planner 2021-22 Global Learning Wall Planner from Global Dimension, which looks at ‘Ten ways to reboot the future’. They also produce excellent poster sets and other resources to encourage children to become agents of change. www.globaldimension.org.uk

Courageous Advocacy Resource :  Christian Aid has produced a really useful document (attached)  that we would recommend, particularly as it links to SIAMS inspections, but more importantly is one of our diocesan team’s priorities. Thanks in anticipation for reading – and please share widely. 

National Professional Qualifications : The Church of England was named as one of just 9 national providers of NPQs for the new reformed qualifications. All of the 6 new qualifications will be available to leaders in every part of the country as the CofE has formed partnerships with over 80 delivery partner organisations, including around a quarter of all the newly appointed Teaching School Hubs. Applications for these programmes will be able to open at the end of this month, for a November start. You can read more about the new frameworks at this page which outlines all the courses available,  from the reformed NPQEL/NPQH/NPQSL programmes to the new specialist leadership programmes for Leading Teaching, Leading Behaviour & Culture and Leading Teacher Development. All the programmes will be a blend of online and face to face delivery and available at a local level. They will also have a key focus on coaching, with an expert coach for every leader on every programme. You can read more at www.cefel.org.uk/npq and register your interest there too. 


Jeff Williams
Director of Education
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Diocese of PORTSMOUTH
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