To           :              Headteachers; Chairs of Governors; Foundation Governors; Ex-officio clergy; Deputy Headteachers; RE Coordinators 
                              (and please forward widely to your contacts & networks)

From     :               Jeff Williams

Date      :               6th April 2022

Re           :              Fortnightly bulletin and resources from the Diocesan Education Team 


Dear colleagues

And now for The Good News!

Psychologists and medics are reporting persistent malaise and deep weariness in a significant proportion of the population – despite people presenting as physically ok, and ‘apparently’ back in the ‘new normal’ with gladness. This hides something that is much deeper, and with many people impacts with waves of unanticipated and definitely uninvited lethargy and apathy – even in respect to things they long for or previously did without a second thought, like booking holidays or theatre tickets, planning visits to the cinema – or even considering a wander around the shops or local countryside. The mere thought of the effort involved is debilitating for many – not permanently the case, but hitting people frequently like an unanticipated wave, that is sometimes overwhelming and often having physical effects. 

Post-pandemic recovery is, according to researchers and medics, not as simple, quick and permanent as many say, hope or predict – for individuals, communities or society at large. This is compounded with daily reminders of the conflict in Ukraine and possibility of wider war or using weapons of mass destruction; with reminders of the increased cost of living; reminders of the unprecedented price of fuel; reminders of the demise of insects, bees, flora and fauna; reminders of the now accepted amount of empty shelves in our supermarkets; reminders of the exponential rise in utility costs; reminders of lack of NHS dentists; reminders of the fines on Whitehall officers and civil servants ignoring ‘the rules’; reminders that loneliness, isolation and mental well-being issues are pervasive. The list goes on and the daily media is full of it.

The green shoots of hope peeping through or erupting at breakneck speed and growth through the soil of civilisation that point towards a kinder, brighter, more compassionate world – which is a much-needed tonic for our minds and well-being – are relegated to the inside pages in minor columns of our newspapers, and are inserted as a tiny fraction of TV news programmes. If the metaphorical diet we are being force-fed is full of saturated fat, too salty, too calorific – we need to sort our own metaphorical  alternative feasts and snacks, with metaphorical ‘five a day’ fruits and plant-based alternatives, washed down with oat or almond ‘milk’. Seriously.

Let’s remind ourselves that:

1. Worldwide literacy is at an all-time high
1. World hunger is reducing annually – some predicting that it will be a minute fraction by the end of this century
1. Life expectancy has risen more steeply in the past fifty years than in the previous thousand
1. In 1981 almost 50% of people in the developing world lived below the poverty line – by 2012 this figure had dropped to 12.7%
1. Surprising at it may seem, the last decade was the most peaceful in terms of war and conflict in recent and longer periods
1. Hand-held technological devices are democratising opportunities for learning, at minimal comparable cost, for those in ‘Education action zones’ in England, to small villages in developing countries alike
1. Seaweed that can grow 3m a day has emerged as an alternative to plastic – it is abundant, but just 0.03% of the brown seaweed in the world could replace all the polyethylene terephthalate (PET) plastic bottles we get through every year
And:
1. Do read below the Global Neighbours statistics and records being made today by our own diocesan schools : well done! Share this good news (see below)!
1. Do share the amazing video made by Year 6 pupil Danielle Cooper who inspires us all (see below). Well done! Share this achievement!

As the above isn’t appearing on the front pages of newspapers or TV and radio news, we can and should share the good news!

Secularisation and commercialisation are close cousins in shifting the emphasis in society regarding the narrative about the Good News that was lived and shared by Jesus. While Christmas is hugely important, permanent and earth-shattering for Christians throughout the ages, it is often now presented by the cousins as ‘THE’ Christian festival. For followers and disciples today and always, what we remember at Easter is of course ‘THE’ incredible time and moment when everything changed for eternity. We therefore on Easter Day, across the world and multilingually say , sing and shout with confidence in the present tense ‘THE’ Good News with our sisters and brothers in these representative places below, but in all places where one, two or three are gathered in His name: 

1. Holland – Christus is opgestaan!
1. Bulgaria – Hristos voskrese!
1. China – Helisituosi fuhuole!
1. Hawaii – Ua ala hou ‘o Kristo!
1. Uganda – Kristo ajukkide!
1. Turkey – Hristos diril-di!
1. Wales - Atgyfododd Crist 

Christ Is Risen!

Have a blessed Easter and a much-deserved and recuperative break. Would you perhaps spend a moment of reflection for our Ukranian sisters and brothers as they share in the present tense ‘THE’ Good News : ‘Khristos voskres!’  in really exceptional circumstances for 21st century Europe.  

With best wishes for all you do, and who you are in your places of presence.

Jeff


Danielle Cooper Year 6 pupil at St James School, West End : we offer thanks to Danielle for representing our schools, and delight in the fact that Danielle is leading a part of the liturgy at Winchester Cathedral for the annual Maundy Thursday Eucharist next week. Danielle will be addressing the bishops, reminding them of their vocation and ordination promises. You may remember a short video that I shared with you last year, made by Danielle in which she creatively shares with  us information about the condition that she has, but does not define her - hypochondroplasia – do view it again, please! You can access it here https://youtu.be/wPxdVNVfk_Y You can also share some good news by forwarding this link to your friends, family or networks.

Chaplaincy : Toolkit I reminded colleagues at our Briefings that we have the endorsement and encouragement of both dioceses to promote and bless the development of Chaplaincy as an important role in our schools. I shared our thinking and work with you as part of our wider consultation last term. Please now consider how you might adopt, adopt or plan for this in your Governing Bodies and PCCs. Sue Bowen, Diocesan Education Advisor and I are supporting you with this work – please contact my PA Sam.powell@portsmouth.anglican.org if you’d appreciate a conversation, or a presentation & discussion with your PCC, FGB, Deanery, Parish Leadership Team or School Leadership Team. Attached is the ‘Toolkit’ I cited at the Termly Briefings, Clergy Breakfast Briefings, Area Deans’ Day, and other meetings. Feel free to share widely. 

Global Neighbours Congratulations to Hordle CofE Primary School and St John’s CofE Primary School, Basingstoke, who recently gained the Bronze Global Neighbours Award! We are delighted that across all dioceses - Winchester Diocese is the only diocese so far to have 2 gold schools and also has the highest number of Global Neighbours schools overall – well done!!!! This demonstrates our commitment to courageous advocacy in our schools. If you would like to find out more about how you can encourage your children to become agents of change, please visit the Christian Aid Global Neighbours website, or contact Jane.Kelly@portsmouth.anglican.org who is happy to speak to your leadership team or staff meeting.

The White Paper : At last week’s (and this afternoon’s third session – please contact Sam if you need the MSTeams link) Termly Briefings I outlined the responsibilities and actions required of the Diocesan Board of Education in particular respect of Chapter 4 of the Government’s White Paper, launched last week (copy attached). I explained that we (as are our LA partners) taking a measured, timely and planned approach to our delivery of the Academisation proposals. I also explained that I will be sharing a full and thorough consultation plan. Our consultation will be for all Governors, Senior Leaders and ex-officio clergy in an iterative manner – before, during and after we determine policy on this hugely significant proposal by government. When policies are finalised we will be in a position to discuss with individual Governing Bodies the options available to them. I stressed that we will not be rushing into this process with you, as it requires detailed and thorough engagement with our LA partners, you and others. I continue to represent you as advocate and champion of CofE schools at local, regional and national levels, and must ensure that all aspects are considered in depths before we begin appropriate action. This paragraph cannot capture the hour I gave to this at The Briefings as our immediate reflection on The White Paper, so do speak to your colleagues if you did not attend the Briefings. 

Send My Friend to School The CofE Education Office has always encouraged schools to support this charity, and they have a new campaign called All My Friends Need Teachers. Apparently the world will need 69 million new teachers if all children are to receive a decent education by the year 2030. You can download a resource pack by clicking on the link above. 

Cut the cost webinar – School Uniforms :Join The Children’s Society for a webinar on Wednesday 18th May 4.30-5.30pm to learn why they’ve been campaigning to cut the cost of school uniforms since 2014, what the change in law means for schools, and how you can build a uniform policy that works for children and their families.  Any member of a school community is welcome to join, whether governor, teacher, welfare officer or a member of the PTA.  It may also be useful for professionals from Academy Trusts, local authorities, or community groups which support uniform sales or swaps. Sign up here 

Isle of Wight : Good News – attached is the Spring Good News publication from the Isle of Wight. The edited version featuring our CofE Schools is attached. 

Schools Update on children and young people arriving under the Ukraine Family Scheme and Homes for Ukraine - All children and young people arriving under the Ukraine Family Scheme and Homes for Ukraine, will have the right to access state education whilst in the UK. We believe that the best place for all children to be educated is in schools. Local authorities will work with families to enable all children to attend school in the local area as soon as possible, even if these places are not in the immediate vicinity of their accommodation. We understand the challenge of finding suitable school places for new arrivals and will work with local authorities where helpful, to make this as smooth as possible. The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities has published guidance for local authorities regarding the Homes for Ukraine scheme, as well as a frequently asked questions resource. We also have a dedicated team at DfE working on support for children and young people arriving from Ukraine. If you have any further questions, please contact the team by email.

Resources, websites, videos, TV programmes & children’s books on The Ukraine crisis and refugees in general - are collated in the attached document ‘Ukraine - the refugee crisis’.

Christian Values : themed Worship & other resources for academic year 2022-23 : feedback has been positive about the worship and other resources we have provided based on Christian Values throughout Covid Lockdowns, but also for the academic year 2021-22. I’m shortly agreeing themes for each half-term for next year, and would appreciate your requests/suggestions to consider any Values that have not currently been covered. These may relate to your particular school values,  or indeed, values that you do not routinely focus on in class or school worship. I’ll aim to issue the Year summary next half-term to assist with your own planning. Thank you.

Platinum Jubilee - free resources  : To celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and as part of ‘Thy Kingdom Come 2022’,  500,000 free storybooks for primary school children are available (incl free P&P). This small colourful book has a royal theme.  Orders can be placed at : https://cheekypandas.com/free-book/  Worship & assembly plans, activity packs, and take-home sheets are also available free. The book is linked to one of the 5 animated TV episodes to resource children and families for this year’s ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. These programmes have been produced by BBC animators to help children and families grow in their faith and learn about the bible in a format that will engage them most at a critical age for faith formation. The TV series and accompanying resources will be released on www.thykingdomcome.global/cheekypandas in time for Easter. 

Children’s Mental Health :  Mental health awareness days - a 2022 guide for schools : Mentally Healthy Schools We commend to you this website with other resources for mental health awareness.

Summer Term - Briefings : will be online, evening, afternoon and morning, to maximise engagement, and hopefully an in-person meeting. Please book an MS Teams invite with my pa Sam.powell@portsmouth.anglican.org Thank you.
Wed 15 June evening  – 6pm online
Mon 20 June afternoon – 1.30pm online
Mon 27 June morning – 9.30am online
Thurs 30 June  – 2pm in person at St Katherine’s school – details to follow
 
 
Jeff Williams
Director of Education
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