
Liturgical Colours 

Used during Advent 
and Lent.

Used for Palm 
Sunday, Good 
Friday, Pentecost 
and the Feast of the 
Apostles and 
Martyrs.

On Good Friday, black is 
sometimes used. Some 
churches are simply bare 
at this time instead of 
using colours for 
symbolism.

Ordinary time, 
where weeks are 
counted down 
between major 
seasons.

Used during Christmas, 
Epiphany and Easter; 
Trinity Sunday and All 

Saints’ Day.

Did you know?

The church year begins 
with Advent.

Colours play an important part of the worship of the Church and they change 

according to the seasons of the Church year. Colours are a primary source of 

symbolism, and communicate to worshippers much about the nature of the lessons 

heard during the Liturgy of the Word (which are themed according to the seasons), 

and about what is done during worship.

A free Church of England app called ‘Lectionary’ is available on Android and 

Apple devices. You can use this to access Bible readings as well as checking the 

current liturgical colour.


